UNIVERSITY of
Western States

Commencement Ceremony - Graduate Guide

Event Details

Friday, June 12, 2026

Oregon Convention Center, Oregon Ballroom
777 NE Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd.
Portland, OR 97232

Timeline

8:30 a.m. Graduates arrive — go to check-in table first
9:15a.m. Line up for dress rehearsal

9:30 a.m. Graduate dress rehearsal

10:10 a.m. Graduate class photos

10:30 a.m. Guest Seating opens

10:50 a.m. Processional lines up — same order as for rehearsal
11:00 a.m. Commencement ceremony begins

12:30 p.m. Approximate end time for the commencement ceremony

Day-of Information

Regalia. Please come with your regalia steamed and ready-to-wear. Do not press the regalia with high
heat, as it can damage the material. You will pick up your honors cords, veteran’s cords, and/or
master’s degree stoles, if applicable, when you check in. Please make sure you open your regalia as
soon as you receive it to make sure all the pieces are correct:
o Doctor of Chiropractic and Doctor of Clinical Nutrition: Tam (beret style cap), old gold
tassel with graduation year, hood with green velvet strip, and gown.
o Doctor of Education: Tam (beret style cap), old gold tassel with graduation year, hood with
blue velvet strip, and gown.
o Master’s Degree: Mortarboard cap (flat cap), black tassel with graduation year, hood with green
velvet strip, and gown.
o Caps are not required to be worn during the ceremony.
Shoes. We recommend wearing comfortable shoes that are easy to walk in. There are 2-3 stairs up to
the stage.
Beverages and Food. We do not provide refreshments. Please be sure you eat prior to arriving or
bring a snack. Water will be available in the staging room.
Parking. Parking is available at the Convention Center parking garage or on the street.
Graduates and their guests are responsible for this expense.
Gifts. Guests may bring flowers or other gifts for graduates to receive after the ceremony. ltems that
may obscure other guests’ view of the ceremony need to be placed at the side or back of the ballroom
during the ceremony. Please note that helium-filled balloons are not permitted in any part of the
Oregon Convention Center (OCC). No exceptions.
Update to Attendance. If you are ill, please stay home and email commencement@uws.edu as soon
as possible, so that we can make the necessary arrangements. Please do not come in person if you
aren’t feeling well!
o See uws.edu/community/commencement/ for information about the livestream.

Graduate Arrival and Dress Rehearsal

Graduates should arrive promptly at 8:30 a.m. at the Oregon Ballroom in the Oregon Convention Center.
Enter the staging room and proceed to the check-in table.
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Please come with your regalia steamed and ready-to-wear. Do not press the regalia with high heat, as it can
damage the material. You will pick up your honors cords, veteran’s cords, and/or master’s degree stoles, if
applicable, when you check in. Put on your regalia as soon as you finish checking in.

There are videos in the regalia section of the UWS commencement webpage showing how to wear master’s
and doctoral regalia. These are helpful to review prior to arrival.

Once graduates are assembled and in full regalia, you will line up and the dress rehearsal will begin.

Photography
Professional photographers from Bridge City Media will be taking individual and class photos at the event.

UWS will be taking candid shots before, during and after the event that will be shared on social media.

As a gift to our graduates, UWS will email each of you an electronic copy of their class and individual portraits
at no cost. (Portraits will include poses of graduates shaking hands with President Long as they receive their
diploma on stage, and an individual photo offstage showcasing their diploma.)

Guests

Please forward the Commencement Ceremony Guest Guide to your guests so they can make the proper
arrangements. No tickets are required for guests attending the ceremony and there is no limit to the number of
guests you can bring.

Doors will open at 10:30 a.m., at which time guests may be seated. Guests with pre-arranged seating
accommodations may check in and be seated at 10:20 a.m.

If you have a guest with mobility challenges, please email commencement@uws.edu no later than
June 8, 2026, so that we can assist with making proper arrangements.

Public Transportation and Parking

When arriving at the Convention Center, please park in the P2 garage that is on NE First Avenue. After parking
your vehicle, please find the North Elevator and take it up to Level 1 where there will be signs directing
attendees to the ballroom. Details for the OCC garage can be found here: oregoncc.org/DirectionsAndParking/

Graduates may request two free one-way MAX tickets if they are not driving to the event. Arrange to pick up
tickets by contacting commencement@uws.edu.

Questions
Please email commencement@uws.edu with questions.

Participating in the commencement ceremony does not signify completion of your academic program. Please
email registrar@uws.edu if you have questions about your academic status and requirements for program
completion.
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